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Fashion Merchandising 
ǒ How do clothing and appearance function in society/culture? Support with examples from your own 

experience. (For instance, have you ever seen someone treated differently because of the way 
they were dressed? What can clothing communicate about a person? How should a person 
balance social expectations for dress with expression of personal style?) 

ǒ Discuss the development of a recent or historic fashion trend. What factors do you think have 
contributed to this particular trend? 

ǒ Compare and contrast two different fashion retailers -- one that appeals to you, and one that you 
think might appeal to someone in an older generation (a parent or grandparent, for instance). What 
similarities and differences can you find between the two? What about each store makes you think 
it might be designed to appeal to certain age groups? Think about the products, store displays and 
visuals, location, pricing, etc. 

 
Fashion Design 

ǒ Fashion Design in a multi-faceted industry.  Identify a designer who is working outside of the 
runway world--they may be a designer for a particular store brand, a designer of specialty clothing, 
such as adaptive clothing, or a tailor who specializes in bespoke clothing.  What do they design 
and how do they sell their work? How do they advertise?  Identify why there is a need for their 






